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Where is your treasure? For there 
your heart will also be. Words from 
scripture that invite us to look in the 
mirror and ask the question, “What is it 
that you search for today?” What is 
lacking in your life? Is it a curiosity to 
discover if there is more to life than 
simply school, or work, or family, or 
loneliness? Is it a realization that all of 
the things that you have tried to 
achieve have left you wanting? Is there 
still a hole in your heart that is unable 
to be filled with money, or power, or 
fame, or possessions?  

We live in an amazing time when 
information, communication, and 
entertainment is literally in the palm of 
our hands. I have more technology in 
my phone than I had in all of the 
computers, walk-mans, and VHS 
players I owned until 2005 put 
together. I can multi-task while I multi-

task. Sometimes I feel like I look down 
more than I look up. Sometimes I feel 
that I trust in my I-stuff more than I 
trust in the Great I-Am. 

“The eye is the lamp of the body. 
So if your eye is healthy, your whole 
body will be full of light.” Matthew 6:22. I-
macs, I-pads, I-phones help us to see 
the world but sadly misplace the human 
focus. Our need for accumulation and 
wealth brings with it the anxiety for 
material things, causing us to fall away 
from God’s purpose for a whole and 
complete life. My identity is not shaped 
by what I have, it is shaped by how I 
live.  

John Wesley said, “Gain all you can, 
save all you can, and give all you can.”  
But Wesley also said, “ Do all the good 
you can, by all the means you can, in 
all the ways you can, in all the places 
you can, to all the people you can, as 
long as ever you can.” The struggle for 
wealth can devour our time, our values, 
and at times even harm others. Wealth 
belongs in a relationship of trusting God 
who provides for all of creation. 

Our Creator knows why we gather 
together in worship. God knows what is 
on our hearts. The Lord knows our 
every need and it is God who showers 
us with grace. It is God who meets us in 
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“Beginning of Advent Treasure” 
by Pastor Rob McCoy 



the exact place that we are right now. 
No hype, no lights, no ribbon, and no 
glitter….Well maybe some glitter. It is 
our God, having all authority in all of 
creation, who still desires each one of 
us! When we stumble or fall, it is our 
God who picks us up and sets our feet 
on solid ground. The Creator of all we 
know, who loved us so much, gave us 
Christ Jesus, so that we may be 
redeemed. 

During this season of Advent, we 
are exploring a different perspective in 
our worship time. From seating to 
singing, we are preparing for the birth 
of our Infant King in new ways. As we 
discussed during the first Sunday in 
Advent, Advent might be less about the 
birth of a King and more about the 
coming end of the reign of humanity, 
with humanity’s backs turned away 
from Christ. This is the time. We have 
the opportunity, right now, to engage in 
prayer, song, meditation, dance, tears, 
and laughter. All of this in concert with 
all of creation. There is so much to 
discover, it will take our whole lives to 
even scratch the surface of God’s love, 
mercy, forgiveness, and grace.  

Peace, Hope, Joy, and Love are 
God’s gifts which we will explore more 
completely during the season of Advent. 
I encourage you to spend time each day 
in whatever spiritual practice you 
incorporate into your daily living. 
Remember the words of St. Benedict, 
“Do not spend more time working than 
you spend in prayer.” I pray that God 
reveals God’s-self to you today so that 
you might begin to explore new 
conversion about the ways which God is 
calling you to live and to serve. I pray 
for contentment and all of the fullness 
our faith has to offer, so that we will be 
able to let go of the stuff that gets in 
our way from seeing God’s kingdom 
clearly. Strengthen us God, and give us 
the courage to surrender it all to You. 

Friends, if God is on our side, who 
can be against us? You are blessed by 
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Join us for this special 
opportunity to 
worship and 

celebrate Christ 
on Christmas 

Morning! 
10:15am at NMUMC 

God’s grace, loved by Jesus Christ, and 
strengthened by the Holy Spirit. 

 With each moment we are given 
and each breath (Ruah) which fills our 
chest, in everything that we say and 
everything that we do, in our action and 
in our interactions, let it be God’s light 
that shines through our clear eyes. This 
Advent season, let God’s ever-present, 
redeeming love be your treasure, for 
there your heart will be also. 

 
I-Follow, I-Lead, 
Pastor Rob 



The UMW will meet on Tuesday, December 13th, 6:30pm, at the 
church. 

The UMW meetings are an opportunity for women at NMUMC to 
strengthen our community and support each other in fellowship. 

The purpose of UMW is to know God and to experience freedom 
as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, 
supportive fellowship; and to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the global ministries of the church. 

If you have any questions please contact:   

  Alicia Tarin - President or Teri Toby - Vice President 
  360-250-4216    253-732-7479 

I am putting Love Letters on vacation until January or February, since I 
am not recovering from my last surgery as quickly as I thought I would; 
so, I need to listen to my body and just give it time to heal. Wishing 
everyone a very Happy Christmas and Blessed New Year. 

~ Kathy 

Around the Grounds and Within 
With increasing church activities throughout the week, including evenings, the 

early darkness brings the need for additional light in our parking lot.  Also the gravel 
parking area use has increased with the number of activities and needs to be paved 
for safety and ease of mobility for everyone. Trustees are preparing the cost 
estimates for installation of the necessary underground utility conduits and updating 
the estimates for the paving. In addition the existing paved parking area is being 
scheduled for early spring.  

The completion of the landscaping of the curbed island near the main entry to the 
church is progressing, but locating the exact location of the time capsule that was 
apparently buried there is in question. It has been interesting talking with several 
members to solve this quaint mystery. It has been very 
interesting and we have some new leads that may very 
well solve the “case” (encased capsule) by the time you 
receive this article. 

Thanks to everyone’s support through your pledges for 
the needs of our church. God Bless you everyone! 

Butch Boad, Chair Trustees 

tel:360-250-4216
tel:253-732-7479


From the cluttered desks of your Lay Leaders, 
Joyce Stratton and Carmen Caporale… 

CALLING ALL LADIES! I wish you the joy of peace through 
Christ! I invite you to share that joy and peace at a Christmas/
baby brunch. We wish to honor and welcome both baby Christ 
and baby Liam Arroyo with a gathering of loving friends around 
a table of sumptuous delights!      

To help celebrate the birth of both Christ and baby Liam, we ask that you bring gifts for 
baby Liam, and/or gifts for the giving tree (for the youth in our community), and/or gifts for 
grannies & grandpas, the latter being managed by Judy with gift tags and a gift register. If 
bringing a gift of clothing for Liam, please bring at minimum size 6 months, better yet, 12 
months. 

Breakfast casseroles, Christmas breads, fruit platters, coffee, tea, and punch, have been 
committed to by the UMW women and will be served potluck style. If you would like to 
share a special holiday treat, please feel free to add to the abundance of culinary 
offerings.  If you would care to hostess a table, hostesses will be setting their tables in a 
Christmas motif on Friday, December 2nd, 10:00am. 

Festivities begin Saturday, December 3rd, 11:00am. 

Blessings! 

Joyce and Carmen 

PS:  If you are wondering who baby Liam is, he is the son of Brandi Lucas and great-
grandson of Ray and Grace Lucas. Brandi grew up in this family we call North Mason 
United Methodist Church, and the Lucas family, who moved back to their home state of 
Minnesota, continue to visit NMUMC occasionally. 



Free 
Community Lunch 
The next Wednesday Free 

Community Lunch that will be 
hosted by NMUMC is on 

December 21st, from noon-
1pm at the Belfair Community Baptist 
Church. If you would like to help in this 

community outreach program, call or talk 
to Judy Honsowetz or Lynn Coffman. 

Children’s Time 
Children’s Time is provided 

during worship for 
elementary school age 

children, after which 
childcare is available for all 

ages. 

Education Hour 
for Adults 

Each Sunday at 9 AM is 
Faithlink, a discussion on 
the intersections of faith 

and current events. 

The Word 
Do you have a 

different 
version of the 

bible than I do? Do you want to study 
and explore the upcoming scripture 

being read on Sunday? Do you like to be 
in friendly discussions as to the possible 
meaning of the scripture? Come join us! 
We are “The Word” group. We meet on 
Wednesdays at 6pm until around 7 to 
7:30pm in the church library. We are 

having lots of fun and discussion on what 
the pastor wants us to read! Yes, we try 
to stay ahead of him! Come join us! All 

are welcome! 

First Sunday 
Breakfast 

December 4th 
8:30am 

at NMUMC 
 

Come join us for breakfast and help 
make breakfast burritos to share 

with the hungry of our community. 

~ Donations are always welcome ~ 
Due to the holidays, 

there will be no First Sunday 
Breakfast in January. 

Women’s 
Bible Study! 

Women’s Bible Study 
meets Wednesdays at 

11:30am, at Robbi Huff’s house, 30 East 
Cardinal Court (just off Hwy. 302, Victor 

cut-off, in Belwood). Contact Nancy 
Polen at: 360-440-4459 or 

npolen@yahoo.com for more 
information. 

Caregivers Support Group 
Will be on break 

for the month of December 

News & Views D-Group 
Will be on break 

for the month of December 
Please contact:  Jan Olmsted 

(360) 275-4049 for more information 



Our Presence 

November 6 - 73 

November 13 - 62 

November 20 - 41 

November 27 - 63 

Thank you for your presence 

Our Prayers 
 

Prayers for Healing and Medical Concerns 
 Bettye Boggs 
 Kathy Matsen 
 Nancy Bacon 
 Bob Hager 
 Tom Deady 
 Ed Libbey 
 Hal Thomas 
 Michael Kann, Bob Stratton’s brother-in-law 
 Jennifer O’Keefe 
 Juanita High 
 Laura Lee, Gerry Wasner’s youngest daughter 
 Rebecca Merhaut, Phyllis Merhaut’s daughter

-in-law 
 Leon Hart 
  

Prayers for Peace, Strength, & Encouragement 
 Nadene Gonzalez (Ben Boad’s daughter) and 

family mourning the loss of Nadene’s 
husband Miguel 

 Jason Perron and family mourning the loss 
of Jason’s father 

 Todd Shields 
 Andrea Simmons 
 Jace Stratton 
 Rachel Bearce 

 

Our brothers and sisters around the globe mired 

in war and political violence 

In our membership vows we commit to faithfully participate in the congregation’s ministries 

through our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, & our witness. 

Our Gifts 

The Finance Committee is pleased to report 
that during our 2017 stewardship campaign, we 
received pledges totaling $80,240. A BIG 
THANKS to everyone who has pledged! The 
Finance Committee is currently drafting a final 
2017 budget that will be presented at the 
January 2017 Church Council meeting for 
approval. 

Also, during December and January, the 
Finance Committee will be working to finalize 
our accounting records and wrap up 2016. The 
2016 year-end contribution statements will be 
mailed in January, 2017. Please remember to 
send your December pledges to us before the 
end of the year – that way you get to take your 
contribution off your 2016 tax return! 

As always, if you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Sandy Shoemaker, 
Finance Chair by email 
at: sshoemaker@wavecable.com. 

Happy Holidays & Blessings 
from your Finance Committee! 

December Birthdays 
 2nd Andrea Simmons 

 5th Paul Stark 

 14th Tony Lasley 

 17th Jan Post 

 19th Franklin Forney 

 22nd Janice Olmsted 

 26th Heather Reese 

 28th Katie Ladner 

 29th Lynn Coffman 

December Anniversaries 
 8th Dan & Barb Goodell 

 28th Michael & Vicki Barth 

mailto:sshoemaker@wavecable.com


Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 

  1 
6pm ACA 

2 
7pm NA 

3 
11am Liam 
Arroyo’s Birth 
Brunch and A 
Celebration of 
Christ’s Birth 

4 
8:30am 1st 
Sunday Breakfast 

9am Faithlink 
Class 

10:15am Worship 
w/Communion 

4pm Anna’s Bay 
Chorale 

7:30pm Music on 
the Hill 

5 
 

6 
2pm ACA 
 

6:30pm UMW 
 

7pm NA 

7 
6pm 
“The Word” 

8 
6pm ACA 

9 
7pm Harstine 
Island Choir
 

7pm NA

10 
 

11 
9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 
 
 

 

12 
 

13 
2pm ACA 
 

7pm NA 

14 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

15 
6pm ACA 

16 
7pm NA 

17 

18 

9am Faithlink 
Class 
 

10:15am Worship 

19 

 
20 
2pm ACA 
 

7pm NA 

21 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

12pm Free 
Lunch @ BCC 
hosted by 
NMUMC  
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

22 
6pm ACA 

23 
7pm NA

24 
CHRISTMAS 

EVE 
WORSHIP 

 

25 
10:15am Worship 

CHRISTMAS 
DAY 

 

26 27 
2pm ACA 
 
 

5:30pm NMR 
Board Meeting 
 

7pm NA 

28 
11:30am 
Women’s Bible 
Study 
 

6pm 
“The Word” 

29 
6pm ACA 

30 
7pm NA

31 
NEW 

YEAR’S 
EVE 



'Lord, hold our troops in your loving hands. Protect them as they protect 

us. Bless them and their families for the selfless acts they perform for us  

in our time of need.  Amen.' 

 

Jason Barth - Larry & Jean Bonzer’s grandson serving in San Diego, CA 

Rob Eier - Wendell & Phyllis Fleener’s grandson at Quantico 

Houston Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton ’s son in Field Artillery with the WA National Guard  

Hunter Hamilton - Tom & Lynn Hamilton’s son stationed at JBLM  

James Meacham - Steve & DeeAnn Meacham ’s son in the Air Force stationed In Afganistan 

 

December 2016 

Newsletter 
NMUMC Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday, & Friday - 10am - 4:30pm 


